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MoHorpadwmja ,CanuteTt Cpbuje n meamumHa ceeTa 0 enuaeMujun nerasLa
y Cpbujn 1915. roamHe” lopaHa Yykuha, HanucaHa je Ha 360 cTpaHa y
cefam nornaerba, ca npeko 30 unyctpauuja. NornasrbmMma npeTxoam ca-
Opxaj, cneam um pesumve, bubnuorpaduja, HanomeHe 1 Gubnuorpadcke
pedepeHLie y3 TEKCT ca KpaTkoM brorpadujom aytopa Ha Kpajy.

Envgemuja neraeor tudyca (Typhus exanthematicus) y
Cpbuju noyetkom patHe 1915. rogmHe je kao nojasa pe-
FMOHArHor, Na 1 CBETCKOr 3Hayaja, A0 HeaasBHO 6una us-
HeHafyjyhe mMano ucTpaxuBaHa, yNpKOC TOME LUTO ce O
HOj gocta nucano. ®eHomeH Koju je nogaHuke Kparbe-
BMHe Cpbuje cTaBmo y cpeauLuTe CBETCKUX MeOMLIMHCKNX
NCTpaxvBarba 1 NpeBeHTMBHE MeaMLIMHCKe Mpakce, 0CTao
je Qyro rogvMHa — geueHnjama Yak — HeJOBOSbHO MCNUTaH
1 TUMe NoANIOXKaH Pa3HUM MayLuanHUM, HEHay4YHUM Tyma-
Yewnma — 6e3 HeonxoaHe apxuBcke obpage wn nposepe.
Kwura gp NopaHa Yykuha, enngemuonora — npou3Bof
BULLIE Of AiBE AeLeHuje NCTPaXmBara — NocTaBba CTBapu
Ha cBoja MecTa. Kao noBof 1 nonasHa Tauka cy joj pago-
Bu Aap CraHojeBuha n capagHuka v nykoBHuKa Bunujema
XaHTepa (1861-1937), pykoBoaunoua GpuTaHcke ,,aHTU-TU-
dycHe” caHuteTcke mucuje y Cpbuju npucturne y Huw 4.
mapTa 1915. Pag nykoBHuKa XaHTepa ce Ha CpricKOM je-
3uky (Takohe kog HoBocagackor ,IMpomeTeja” 2016. rogmHe)
MojaBMO CKOPO YMTaB BEK HAKOH objaBrbmBarba y JIoHOOHY
1920. roanHe, 1 Ha wera je YykuheB paa cBojeBpCTaH oa-
roBop.
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The Monograph book "Serbian Military Medical Service and global medi-
cine on the breakout of spotted typhoid fever in Serbia in 1915" by Goran
Cuki¢ was written on 360 pages in seven chapters, with over 30 illustra-
tions. These chapters are preceded by content and followed by a sum-
mary, bibliography, notes and bibliographic references to the text, with a
short biography of the author at the end.

The outbreak of spotted typhoid fever (Typhus exanthe-
maticus) in Serbia, at the beginning of 1915, during World
War |, as a phenomenon of regional or even global im-
portance, had until recently been surprisingly under re-
searched, despite the fact that it had been written about
at length. The phenomenon that put the subjects of the
Kingdom of Serbia at the centre of medical research and
preventative medical practice remained for many years —
or even decades — insufficiently examined and thus subject
to many provisional, non-scientific interpretations, without
proper archival processing and verification. The book by
Dr Goran Cuki¢, epidemiologist — the result of more than
two decades of research — puts things in their proper
place. The starting point for the book were the articles by
Dr Stanojevi¢ and associates, as well as colonel William
Hunter (1861-1937), the head of the British “anti-typhoid”
medical mission to Serbia, which arrived to Ni§, Serbia on
4 March 1915. The article by colonel Hunter only appeared
in Serbian (also published by Prometej from Novi Sad in
2016) almost a century after having been published in Lon-
don, and the work of Dr Cuki¢ presents a specific response
to this article.
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3Havaj YykuheBor paga jecte Taj WITO je jacHO Mokasao
M gokasao Ada je BOjHM caHuTeT KparbeBunHe Cpbuje Ha
yeny ca ap Jlazapom eHunhem Beh npeny3eo KOHKpeTHe
Mepe MacoBHe Aeneaukynauuje n To BuLLIE O ABa MeceLa
npe gonacka bputaHcke caHuTeTcke Mucuje: aAp Bojucnas
Cyb6otnh gmsajHupawem U pagom ,ykonaHe” nehu Ha
,CYBV TONNM Ba3gyx”’, a BOjHW nekap Agp MeH4mh n umBmmnHmn
uHxerep Benucas Bynosuh ocHuBaweM ,ae3uHeKumno-
He ueHTpane” y Huwy, koja je y Bpeme gonacka XaHTepa
pocturna kanaumtet o 1200 kopucHuka Ha gaH. Cee oBO
CMpoBEeEHO je Y BeoMa TELLKUM YCIoBMMa, Kaga oTkpuhe
Wapna Hukona 13 1909. rognHe fa tenecHa BaLl NpeHocu
Tndyc jow yBek Huje 6uno BarbaHo NPOBEPEHO Ha JbyaAu-
Ma.

[obap aeo kwure ce 6aBu NMTakeM 3aLUTO Cy YATAB jeaaH
BeK oBa gocTturiyha gomahux nekapa ocrana y Hesacny-
XeHoMm 3abopaBy, AOK Cy 3acnyre npuaHate YnaHoBuMma
caBe3HNYkMx mucuja. OBaj MopanHo-negarowkn geo Yy-
kvheBe cTyauje je Tonmko Ao6po, NMpeumsHo U AeTarbHO
obpafeH, fa ce Herosa fnoruka u KpUTUYKM anapar MoXxe
nNpYMeH1BaTH Ha BENUKM Ee0 CrMYHMX npumMepa gomahe
nctopuorpaduje Koju je naywanaH, AHEBHOMOMUTUYKN, a
Yuje je nocrnepaTHoO YCKO U HEAOBOSBLHO UHOPMMUCAHO BU-
hewe paTHe enuaemuje nerasua Ayro 6uno Heocrnopasa-
HO. Ha npumepy cBMX AOCTYNHUX paHnjux pagosa Ha aaty
Temy, Ap Yykuh gemoHcTpupa cee MarKaBoCcTu gomahe u
CTpaHe HeKpuUTU4Ke uctopuorpaduje 1 MeMoapckor LTu-
Ba, Kao U nopuvilake U UrHopucawe apxmscke rpane — u
TO AeTarbHO M noumeHue — noawxyhu HaydyHu cTaHOapA
nucTopuje MeguumHe 3a HEKONMMKO HUBOA.

Yykuh y 0BOj KibM3KM aje KOMMIETHY CAUKY enuaemmje ne-
raBua 1 OAroBopa Ha WUCTY, anun U Ha4yvH N MexaHM3am Ha
Koju Heka Buhewa 1 Tymayerwa ocTajy 3abenexeHa y jas-
HocTu. LleHTpanHu 3anneT kwure je cnegehu: cpncku ca-
HUTET je kpajem 1914. n noyetkom 1915. GnaroBpeMeHo 1
NpaBuUHO yo4no, kaxe Yykuh, Ha Koju Ha4uH ce Tpeba bo-
pUTK NPOTUB enuaemuje nerasLa (pasBallrbuBare NyTem
NoJSbCKOr, MOBMMHOr ayToKNaBa) HAKOH LUTO Cy NPaBUITHO
npoueHunu aa je TenecHa Ball npeHocunay 6onectv u ga
Tpeba pasBalwrbuBatm He camo obonerne, Beh 1 3apase.
Tako je y Huwy Beh 21. jaHyapa 1915. ycnoctaBrseH [p-
XaBHW ogbop 3a cy3bujarse 3apasa (JOC3) koju je 3ano-
Yeo Mepe MacoBHe Aeneaukynauuje.

UykuheB pag nNaxrbMBO PEKOHCTPYWLUE U MOHOBHO OXW-
BIbaBa BakaH pag, MHOrobpojHmx oduumpa kao wTo je 6uo
newaaumjckn nykoBHuk Hukona CteBaHoBuh (1868-1943),
komaHaaHT dpuHcke amBusmje, koju ce 23. debpyapa 1915.
HagpeheHuma Xanuo Ha HegocTaTtak ogehe koA BOjHMKa, 0f-
HOCHO, Ha HeMoryhHOCT npecBriadyersa 1 gesuHdexuvje, Tj.
nenegvikynaumje. Takohe 6enexu n nogyxeat Majopa Josa-

The significance of Cuki¢’s work is that it has clearly shown
and proven that the Military Medical Service of the King-
dom of Serbia, led by Dr Lazar Genci¢, had already un-
dertaken concrete steps of mass depediculation, over two
months before the arrival of the British Military Medical Mis-
sion: dr Vojislav Subboti¢, with his design and operation of
the “dug-in dry oven” and military doctor Dr Gen¢i¢ and
civil engineer Velisav Vulovi¢ by setting up the “Disinfec-
tion Central” in Ni§, which, at the time Hunter arrived, had
reached a capacity of 1200 users per day. All this was im-
plemented in severe conditions, when the discovery made
by Charles Nicole in 1909 that human lice transfer typhoid
had not yet been properly confirmed in humans.

A sizeable part of the book addresses the question of why
the achievement of our doctors had been so undeserved-
ly forgotten for a century, while the members of the allied
mission were recognized for their contribution. This moral
and educational part of Cuki¢’s study has been presented
in such a well-grounded, precise and detailed way, that his
logic can be applied to a large number of similar exam-
ples from the domestic historiography, which is provisional,
subject to petty politics, and which remained unchallenged
for a long time in its narrow and insufficiently informed
view of the wartime typhoid fever outbreak. Using all of
the previously available articles on the subject, Dr Cuki¢
demonstrates all the shortcomings of both the domestic
and foreign non-critical historiography and memoirs, as
well as the denial and ignoring of the archive materials —
listing them in detail and by names — elevating the scientific
standard of medical history by several levels.

In this book, Cukié¢ provides a full picture of the typhoid
fever outbreak and the response to it, but also the manner
and the mechanism by which some views and interpreta-
tions are remembered by the public. The central plot of the
book is the following: Cuki¢ says that the Serbian Military
Medical Service had observed, in a timely manner, at the
end of 1914 and beginning of 1915, how the outbreak of
the typhoid fever could be contained (delicing using a mo-
bile autoclave in the field), after having correctly assessed
that the lice transferred the disease and that both the
healthy population, not just the infected population, should
be deliced. Thus, it was that the National Disease Contain-
ment Committee (NDCC) was established already on 21
January 1915, and it launched mass depediculation.

Cuki¢'s article carefully reconstructs and revives the impor-
tant work of numerous officers, such as the infantry colo-
nel Nikola Stevanovi¢ (1868-1943), the commander of the
Drina division, who complained of the lack of clothes for
his soldiers to his superiors, i.e., of the lack of possibili-
ty for the change of clothes and disinfection, i.e., delicing.
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Ha CpeteHoBuha (1879-1958) koju je ycneo ga uctpedu
BallKe Yy CBOM GaTarboHy ynpaBo NMpyMEHOM MMMpPOBK30-
BaHe (Cyb6oTuheBe ,ykonaHe nehu”), a koju je nonyna-
pusoBaH y CprickumM HoOg8UHaMa Kao npumep Kako Tpeba
paguTw.

Hajsehy naxwby Yykuh noknawa ,3akacHenoj pexabunuraum-
jw” op Jlazapa leHdmha koju je youno ga Balum HUCY camo
MonecTtaHTW, Beh Krby4HW npeHocuoumn 3apase. Tume ce
cKkvuaa nocriepatHa CTurMma ca tagaluwer weda BojHor ca-
HuTeTa. Yykuh nokasyje n gokasyje ga je NeHunh camoun-
HUUMjaTUBHO Tpaxno cdabpuyke ayToknase 3a cy3bujame
BalUM — WTO je 6buna gnpekTHa npumeHa LWapn Hukonosor
oTKpuha, nokasyjyhu Tume aa je 'eHunh cxsaTtuno ga je ay-
TOKMNaB MPOTMBENUOEMMJCKO, @ HE CaMO XUTMjEHCKO cpef-
CTBO NPOTUB MorecTaHTa. Takohe ce anoctpodupa ga je
odopmuro n Komucujy 3a cysbujare 3apase npu BpxoBHOj
KomaHgu, naHa 21. doebpyapa 1915. roguHe.

[MocebHO MEeCTO y KHM3M je OoAerbeHo paay umBuiHe L LleH-
Tpane 3a AgesvHdekuunjy” (,4e3uHdeKUMoHe LeHTpane”) y
Huwy, Koja je npopaguna mecew, faHa npe ,eHrrneckor nnu
cprickor Oypeta” BputaHua Llopya Ctamepca, 1 gBa meceua
npe nyLTakwa y pag LUeHTpa 3a aesnHdekuujy y MnageHosuy
LUTO je, KaKo je Moka3aHo, JoBeno Ao nada bpoja obonenmx
y ogHocy Ha KparyjeBal, rie oBe Mepe HUCY NpuMeHuBaHe.
Yykuh ¢ npaBom cmatpa aa je ,JesnHekumoHa LeHTpana”
y Huwwy ,cpnckv gonpyvHOC MeauuMHu cBeTa”, HacTao aH-
raxxoBakeMm ,MpocBeheHnx cnHoBa”, Koje y cBojum bnaro-
BPEMEHVM N anapMaHTHUM 34paBCTBEHO-NponaraHgHUM
TekcTtoBMM nosmBa Ap MunaH JosaHosuh Batyt. AyTop
OBy LeHTpany cmaTpa ,KPyHCKMM ycnexom cpricke dase
cysbujawa n aktmsHocTr JOC3 u mHr. Bynosuha” koju je
Y HULLIKOj LMrfaHn KopucTmo onpobaHe KOMOpe 3a neyere
uurne 3a HoBy HaMeHy Aeneavkynauuje u Ty orpaguo Ky-
natuno. AHanuaunpajyhu n umtupajyhu pag ctpaHmx cTpyu-
Haka, Yyknh gokasyje ga cy cpncka ,JesnHgekumoHa LeH-
Tpana” u ,cpncko 6ype” 6unu ,y BpXy CBETCKE MeQULMHCKE
npakce” 6nu3y Tpu geleHuje, 8o ynotpebe anxnop-gude-
Hun-TpuxnopetaHa — DDT-a (CHajaep, 1948), jep: Tonnu
cysu 8a3dyx, kad 200 je mozao bumu yriompebrbeH, cMma-
mpao ce darneko Hajéorbum cpedcmeom 3a yHUlWmasaHe
gawu u wuxosux eruda (CtpoHr, 1920).

YyknheBa nebarta ga nu je neraeal eHOeMCcKa MnojaBa Kof
Hac Mnn je MMNOPTOBaH (Kao LUTO ce TO Ayro TBpAWNO) je
Takohe Beoma 3aHMMIbMBA y3 00MIbe Npumepa, a ayTop y
OBOM CBOM KanuTanHOM Jerny pacBeTribaBa reHesy nera-
BOI TUdoyca, Kako y CBETY Tako U HEroBy MnojaBy Ko Hac.
YCnewHo ce peKOHCTpyULLE KOMMIETHA NPOLUSIOCT, eHae-
Muja nerasLa.

MmnpecuHa bubnuorpacduja Ha kpajy Kkbure (y eHgHoTa-

He also notes the achievement of major Jovan Sreteno-
vi¢ (1879-1958), who managed to exterminate lice in his
battalion by using an improvised Subboti¢’s “dug in oven”,
which was popularized in the Serbian Journal as a good
practice example.

Cuki¢ pays most attention to the “late reinstatement” of Dr
Lazar Genci¢ who had observed that lice were more than
just pests, that they were actually key vectors of disease
transmission. This removes the after-war stigma of the
then head of the Military Medical Service. Cukié¢ demon-
strates and proves that Genci¢ had asked for factory-made
autoclaves to contain lice on his own, which was a direct
application of the discovery by Charles Nicole, showing
that Genci¢ had understood that the autoclave was a dis-
ease containment tool, not just a hygienic anti-pest tool.
It is also emphasized that he had formed a Commission
for infection containment at the Supreme Command, on 21
February 1915.

The book pays special attention to the work of the civil-
ian “Disinfection Central” in Ni§, which was open a month
before the “English or Serbian barrel” of the British officer
George Stammers, and two months prior to the launch
of the disinfection centre in Mladenovac which, as it was
shown, lead to a drop in the number of cases compared to
Kragujevac, where such measures had not been applied.
Cuki¢ is right to believe that the “Disinfection Central” in
Ni$ was the “Serbian contribution to global medicine” aris-
ing from the contribution of “dedicated sons” called upon
by Dr Milan Jovanovi¢ Batut in his timely and urgent health
advertisements. The author considers this “the crown suc-
cess of the Serbian containment activities of the NDCC
and engineer Vulovi¢”, who had used the tried-and-test-
ed brick ovens at the Nis$ brick factory for a new purpose
of delicing, and had added a bathroom to the premises.
By analysing and quoting the work of different experts,
Cuki¢ proves that the Serbian “Disinfection Central” and
the “Serbian Barrel” were at the pinnacle of global medical
practice for almost three decades, until the application of
dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane (DDT) (Snyder, 1948),
as: Dry hot air, whenever it could be used, was considered
by far the best method for destroying lice and their nits
(Strong, 1920).

Cuki¢’s discussion on whether the typhoid fever was an
endemic occurrence in our country or if it had been im-
ported (as was long claimed) is also very interesting, with
many examples, and the author sheds light, in his capi-
tal work, on the genesis of the spotted typhoid fever, both
world-wide and in our country. The complete past of the
typhoid outbreak is completely reconstructed.
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Ma) rnokasyje ca KakBOM MaHOM U [0 KOjux Aetarba je
Tema UCTpaxkeHa, a ayTopoBa TPaHCMNaPEHTHOCT U MUHY-
LIMO3HOCT Y TOME Ha KOjU Ha4yuH je gowao A0 CBOjUX 3a-
Kfbyyaka Hemajy npecegaHa. Y oBom cmucny, Yykuhes
pag npeacTaBrba KOMMMETHY KhuUry, caga Beh MoOXemo
pehu — ayTopuTaTUBHY Ha TeMy nerasor Tudgyca.

lopaH Yykuh je noctaBmo Benuku 3agatak npeq gomahe
uctpaxueade. 3a cBe enugemuonore u Jbybuterse ncro-
puvje, Npea yMTaoumMma ce Hanasu jegaH 030urbaH, Ucup-
naH pag ca oburbem nogartaka n Gubnuorpadmjom, Koju
Mory 6uUTK NnpegMeT garser UcTpaxmnsarba MHOMMX UCTOPK-
yapa. Kwura lNopaHa Yykuha nocrtaerba HOBe CTaHAapae
y gomahoj nctopujy MmeguumHe 1 npeacTaBiba ako He Ko-
Ha4Hy, OHAa CBaKaKko HajoeTarbHUjy 1 HecBakmgallke UH-
dopmucaHy CTyamjy Ha Temy enugemuje neraeor tudyca
1 neraeua yonuwre y Cpbuju.

Dusan Duri¢, Slavica Dacic¢

The impressive reference list at the end of the book (in the
endnotes) shows the level of attention to detail that was
invested into this research, and the author’s transparency
and commitment to the minutiae of how his conclusions
had been reached are without precedent. In this sense, the
work of Cukié represents a complete book, we can already
say — the top authority on spotted typhoid fever.

Goran Cukié has set quite the standard for the research-
ers in our country. For all epidemiologists and history lov-
ers, this book lays out a serious, detailed research, with a
wealth of data and references, that can serve as the start-
ing point for further research for many historians. The book
by Goran Cuki¢ sets new standards in the national medical
history and represents if not the ultimate, then definitely
the most detailed and unusually well-informed study of the
topic of spotted typhoid fever and spotted fevers in gener-
al, in Serbia.
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